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Thanks! I send my sincere gratitude to ev- 
eryone who did something that has been ben- 
eficial to the Guinea Pig Zero projeel since the 
release of Issue #7, You all know who you arc 
and what you did. I've given credit to the writ- 
ers, artists, and photographers whose work ap- 



pears here, as best 1 knew how. Readers who 
sent in clippings are, as always, the life-blood 
of this journal. The input I get from my brother 
and sisters in blood & urine, (my fellow guinea 
pigs) is the reason for its existence. 

Statement of Purpose Guinea Pig Zero 
is an occupational jobzinc for people who are 

used as medical or pharmaceutical research 
subjects. Us various sections are devoted to bio- 
ethics, historical facts, current news and re- 
search, evaluations of particular research facili- 
ties by volunteers, true stories of guinea pig 
adventure, reviews, poetry and fiction relating 
to the disposability of plebeian life. The jour- 
nal seeks contributions, and wishes to be use- 
ful to human guinea pigs while also being in- 
formative to the general public. The editor be- 
lieves that ethical questions relating to human 
research arc within the moral domain of hu- 
man research subjects, flic title is loosely de- 
rived from the term "patient zero," which 
named an early AIDS victim whose unpredict- 
able behavior became a wild card in the efforts 
by doctors to control the epidemic. More be- 
nevolently this journal keeps in mind lhat we, 
the volunteers, can and should maintain an 
awareness and a will, because if we do not well 
fall victim to the evil uses devised for us by 
scientists who forget that we and they are of 
the same species. 

Sinclair Lewis summed it up well, in the 
voice of a fictional character, in 1925: "There 
isn't mud) / tan do now — these doclot johnnies 
have taken everything out of my hands — hut as 
far as possible I shall certainly prevent you Yan- 
kee vivisectwnists from coming in and using us 
as a lot of... sanguinary corpses." 

Note: Guinea Pig Zero is not an advertiser for 
research units. The journal does not carry lists 

of current studies, nor does it publish the tele- 
phone numbers of volunteer recruiters. 1 would 
also like all of you to remember, before you 
write, that I (the editor) am not a physician, 
and if you have a mysterious illness, its going 
to be a mystery to me as well. This is especially 
true in regards to psychiatric disorders. 






LES ESSAYEUSES 

KEEPING 15™ CENTURY SAVOY SAFE FOR THE RICH 



"All around the towns, the side were penned 
into bams, cabins, and chappits, and they were 
obliged to stay there under threat of being shot 
with an arquebus. During this time washers or 
'cureurs,' hired by the town, were put to work 
flushing, perfuming, and washing. They disin- 
fected the houses, much reinforced by the fumi- 
gation of their confection, burning on some 
wine-dampened hay, which was composed of 
various drugs, incense, myrrh, alunite, juniper 
berry, etc., crushed together with saltpetre and 
gun powder. 

"Having closed all the doors and windows, 
the washer-man or -woman took a barjoz of 
lighted straw, made the sign of the cross and in- 
voked the father, the Son, die Holy Spirit, and 
also Roch and Sebastien, the two saints in charge 
of the conjuration of plagues[...] 



"The infected bedding and linen were cleaned 
with boiling water or else burned. Fifteen days 
later, the house was re-opened and a poor woman 
was installed in it for a few weeks, who was called 
an 'essayeuse* -she served as a guinea pig -and 
if she made it through, all was well and the family 
(or what was left of it) moved their household gods 
back in." 

-From Jean and Rende Nicolas, La Vie 
Quotidienne en Savoie aux XVIk-XVUk Siecles, 
(Paris: Hachette, 1979), page 123; translated for 
GPZ by Bob Helms 
Notes 
chappits; can't find the meaning (probably a corral 

or an animal pen). 
arquebus: an early firearm, similar to a 

blunderbuss or a crude shotgun. 
harjoz; an oblong, bound wand of stalks. 



Science ar Religiarr? 




"Vaccination" by Diego 
Rivera: note the similarity 
to a Christian nativity 
scene, and the paws of the 
animal which is being 
vivisected on the table. 




This is a detail from 
Rivera's 1933 masterpiece 
"Detroit Industry," a mu- 
ral that covers a large 
room inside the Detroit 
Institute of Arts. 
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These Brutal Times We Live In 



Editorial by Robert Helms 

Many months have rolled by and so 
changes have taken place in every little feature of 
the world. From my perspective here in Philadel- 
phia, the changes I have witnessed closely are the 
facades that have collapsed and blown away for- 
ever in places of power and weahh. The ivory tow- 
ers of medical science stand naked in the sun now 
that the lawsuit agrinst the University of Pennsyl- 
vania (along with three of its physicians, its star 
bioethics professor Arthur L. Caplan, and doctors 
from two other institutions) has been filed -and 
later settled -by the family of their now-famous 
victim, Jesse Gelsinger, on Ihe day after the first 
anniversary of his death. Most of this issue of GPZ 
deals with that ease — in a nutshell, they lied to 
Jesse; they slaughtered him; they did it for the 
money; then they got away with it There's no apol- 
ogy, now or ever. Caplan even got himself removed 
from the case before the settlement. 

Another suit was filed aginst the same 
university shortly before the Gelsinger suit was 
settled out of court This was very long in the works, 
anf filed by the former inmates of Holmesbuig 
prison in Philadelphia, whree Dermatologist Albert 
M. Kligman used the prisoners as a guinea pig 
clearinghouse for unethical experiments by many 
researchers (see article, page 5). 

Let's turn our attention to the 
University's gene therapy department where 
Jesse died over a year ago, recklessly endangered 
and killed so that James M. Wilson, M.D. could 
go from rich to super-rich (see GPZ #7). How 
can one discuss the sordid tale without vomit- 
ing? How can we hear the stand-up comic at the 
top of Ihe Bioethics world, Arthur L. Caplan, 
boast that "we thrive on scandal," after the gov- 
ernment ordered him to remove his office from 
the suite owned by the Institute for Human Gene 
Therapy and Genovo, Inc., which committed the 
manslaughter on Jesse? The feds had been dis- 
turbed by Caplan's role as an ethics expert in the 
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case, since he was not only the head of Perm's 
Bioethics Department but also the in-house ethi- 
cist for James Wilson's private firm. $25,000 of 
Caplan's salary came to him each year from 
Genovo. What happens to the stomach when we 
learn that PENN's laboratories were replete with 
the most scandalously sloppy practices, which 
rendered much of their scientific data worthless? 
The counts named in the Gelsinger 
lawsuit were: 

1 . Wrongful death (caused Jesse agony 
and death by their reckless, careless, and negli- 
gent conduct). 

2. Survival action (all the defendants 
wrongful ly deprived Jesse of income and his right 
to earn a living, by killing him). 

3. Strict products liability (Dr. James 
M. Wilson and his company Genovo, Inc. sup- 
plied the adenovirius gene vector, which was un- 
reasonably dangerous, didn't come with adequate 
warnings on it didn't come with warnings (from 
Wilson) of the dangers inherent in using it gave 
it to Jesse without telling him or his family about 
the adverse reactions it caused in animals and hu- 
mans, -and many other ways in which Wilson 
knew he was harming Jesse by giving him the 
vector). 

4. Intentional assault and battery, lack 
of informed consent (PENN and Drs. Batshaw, 
Wilson, and Raper did not tell Jesse the extent of 
risk involved in taking the vector; that monkeys 
had gotten sick and/or died from it; that previous 
human guinea pigs had suffered serious side ef- 
fects from it; that Dr. Wilson and the University 
had a financial conflict of interest in the experi- 
ment Also, they misrepresented the "fart" that 
the prior subjects had achieved better liver func- 
tion as a result of the experimental treattnent 
They also let the vectors used on the animals to 
sit around the lab getting stale for 25 months, but 
Jesse's were nice and fresh, making the whole 
stud y one big, dangerous mess). 
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Prison Guinea PigsSue PENN, cont'd" * « ^^^ a„d the u, 

"Former Prisoners Sue Penn Over Medical mates was described in a 1998 book, Acres 
Research," by Jeffrey Brainard: 
Chronicle of Higher Education, Nov. 3 

Nearly 300 former inmates of a county 
jail in Philadelphia have sued the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, charging that they 
were injured and mistreated during stud- 
ies of skin treatments and drugs during the 
1960*s and 1970's. The inmates charge that 
Penn researchers del i berately exposed them 
to dangerous substances but told them the 
experiments were harmless. 

The suit, filed in Philadelphia in Octo- 
ber, alleges that the university coerced the 
prisoners into participating, and failed to tell 
them that Penn stood to benefit financially 
from commercial products developed from the 
research. 

Besides the university, the law- 
suit names Albert M. Kligman, 
a Penn dermatologist who con- 
ducted much of the research and 
is credited with developing the 
anti-wrinkle treatment Retin-A; 
and Johnson & Johnson, the phar- 
maceutical company that sells skin 
products that use Retin-A. The company has 
paid the university millions of dollars in fees 






of Skin: Human Experiments at Hoimesburg 
Prison (Routledge), by Allen Homblum, an 
adjunct professor at Temple University. Mr. 
Homblum recounted how researchers 
had performed experiments involving 
skin treatments that seemed inhu- 
mane and that ex-inmates said 
had left them with scars and bad 
memories (The Chronicle, July 
24, 1998). 

The plaintiffs also charge that the 
researchers exposed them to radioactive 
isotopes and psychotropic drugs, including 
LSD. Participants were paid small sums. 

Many of the plaintiffs are now in 
their 50's or 60's and are "quite ill" 
from a variety of maladies, said Tho- 
mas M. Nocella, a Philadelphia law- 
yer who filed the action. He hopes to 
prove that the experiments played a 
role. The suit seeks unspecified com- 
pensation for the inmates' pain and 
suffering. 

Said Rebecca Harmon, a spokes- 
woman for Penn: "As we have stated 
previously, during the 1950's and 
1960's, the use of willing, compen- 
sated prisoners for biomedical re- 
search was a commonly accepted 
practice by this nation's scientists." 



cartoon by Lloyd Dangle 
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